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There is certainly an increasing interest in Bible study both in the 
churches and among ministers and leaders of religious thought. This 
"revival," as it may well be called, may not yet be apparent to all, but 
its influence is felt in many localities. Perhaps the pulse of such 
movements is indicated most quickly by such organizations as the 
American Institute of Sacred Literature, since they are responsible for 
so much work along this line. By January i, 1901, there will be ten 
thousand persons studying under the direction of the Institute. The 
largest increase in the membership has been in connection with its 
popular four-years' outline-study course. Of the above number over 
nine thousand are working in these courses. There are some unusually 
large clubs this year, as the following statistics will testify: About 
four hundred churches are using the courses in church Bible classes ; 
of this number thirty classes have between thirty and forty members, 
twelve between forty and fifty members, eleven between fifty and sixty 
members, three between sixty and seventy members, one between 
seventy and eighty members, one between eighty and ninety members, 
one between ninety and one hundred ; one has one hundred and 
eighteen ; one, one hundred and thirty-three, and one, one hundred and 
eighty-five members. In many cases these classes represent much 
larger numbers, since the ministers who lead them publish the daily 
readings upon the church calendar, and the church as a whole is read- 
ing while the members of the club study and meet for special reviews 
and comparison of results. When a church begins to study the Bible 
under the leadership of its pastor, some revivifying influence must cer- 
tainly follow. We give below some comments from th leaders of 
classes : 

"My people are enthusiastic over the work. Our weekly church meeting 
in connection with which the club meeting is held was never so well attended 
•or so helpful. We are under great obligations to the Institute for providing 
such a course." 

" I can recommend these courses to ministers, as I have gotten the mate- 
rial for at least six sermons out of the October work." 

" There is a great deal of enthusiasm about the study of the Bible here. It 
as not confined to our own church. Many others are asking about our work." 
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" You will be pleased to know that the work of our circle has awakened 
great enthusiasm among our people. Last evening we had ninety present. 
To accommodate some who cannot attend on Sunday evening a second 
section of the circle meets on Wednesday afternoon." 

" I wish to thank you for initiating such a work. Our people will obtain 
more real help from our club than from the two sermons each Sunday in the 
pulpit." 

" We meet every Friday afternoon, and the interest is almost intense." 

" I think the second month of the Old Testament Sages the finest thing in 
the way of help I have ever met with." 

To the plan for observing a Bible-study Sunday much of the inter- 
est which has developed into Institute classes may be traced. Minis- 
ters were surprised to find the people ready, only the definite proposition 
being needed to set them at work. Eight hundred pastors have 
cooperated in the movement, and in many churches classes have been 
organized and material other than that issued by the Institute used. 

The work done in these classes is simple and not exacting. The 
results, measured by the standards of specialists, are small, and yet there 
must be a beginning in every subject, and the courses attempt only an 
introductory study. 

In this connection a question is already presenting itself, namely: 
How far will this Bible-study "revival" be effectual in evangelization? 
Does the study of the Bible lead to "conversion " as effectually as exhor- 
tation or the old-fashioned revival ? If so, must it be a special kind 
of Bible study, or does the simple, straightforward knowledge of the facts 
of the inspired history, showing as they do the eternal principles of 
justice, mercy, and truth, carry more conversive power than the words 
of men ? These are questions to be considered by every minister 
whose congregation consists of people of average intelligence. If 
experiment must be the test, then the experiment should not be delayed. 
What if the week of prayer should be followed by a general attempt to 
enlist the members of the church in the systematic study of the Bible ? 
Certainly the people would be ready for it : the excercise would be a 
spiritually healthy one, and new life and spiritual growth must eventu- 
ally be the result. 



